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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11.  Following are questions raised by potential offerors and the Government response for each.

QUESTION #1:  The third paragraph of RFP No. 283-2003-00022 Letter – Page 1 states, “The Contractor Performance Information form, Attachment (1), must also be utilized for the Past Performance portion of your proposal.”   However, the instructions for the Past Performance Volume, Section L.7, does not mention use of Attachment 1.  Please clarify the procedure for using Attachment 1 in our proposal.

ANSWER #1:  The referenced sentence in the RFP cover letter was in error, and is hereby deleted in its entirety.  The Government will utilize Attachment No. 1 in assessing past performance information provided by offerors.    

QUESTION #2:  Please clarify the number of copies of Deliverable 2 that are to be delivered for each phase. In Section C, Task 2, paragraph 1 states that twenty-five (25) copies of the CAI Specifications are required.  However, in Section F for Deliverable 2, Survey Instruments (CAI Specifications), it indicates 30 copies of the final deliverable.

ANSWER #2:  30 copies of the CAI Specifications for each phase (i.e., survey year) are required.  See Section C, Task 2 revision below.

QUESTION #3:  In Section C, Task 7, Data Management and Processing, there is no mention of missing data imputation.  Is that an oversight, or, in paragraph 4, does “statistical adjustments” include missing data imputation?

ANSWER #3:  This was an oversight.  See Section C, Task 7 revision below.

QUESTION #4:  In Section C, Task 8, paragraph 2, Six-Month Summary Tables for all phases, the RFP states that Deliverable 14 will consist of approximately 600 tables.  This is the same number of tables as is specified for the final Summary Tables.  Please confirm that SAMHSA will require that 600 tables be produced for the six-month tables.

ANSWER #4:  SAMHSA will only require approximately 100 tables – not 600 – for the six-month summary tables for all phases.  See Section C, Task 8 revision below.

QUESTION #5:  In Section C, Task 8, paragraph 2, Six-Month Summary Tables for all phases, the RFP states that the tables shall be produced using final weighted, edited, and imputed data.  The final weights, edits, and imputations will not be available until data for the full year are available.  Please clarify. 

ANSWER #5:  The six-month tables will be produced using raw (unedited and non-imputed) data.  See Section C, Task 8 revision below.  In addition, because SAMHSA is specifying the use of raw data, the corresponding delivery schedule is also revised so that these tables can be received earlier than originally specified (see Section F.2 revision below).

QUESTION #6:  In Section C, Task 10, paragraph 6, Automated Data Analysis System for all phases, the RFP states, “It is anticipated that the actual automated computer system will be developed under a separate contract and will not require a staff person to review or submit output, except for quality control purposes.”  Does this mean that deliverable data files will need to be created in a different format than is currently being done to fit existing or future systems?  

ANSWER #6:  Deliverable data files will not need to be created in a different format; this is because it is anticipated that the Automated Data Analysis System will generate output using the final analytic data file as input.  The final analytic file shall be created under Task 10, paragraph 3.

QUESTION #7:  In Section F, Deliverable 14 in all phases does not have any specifications for number of copies.  What number of copies should be assumed?

ANSWER #7:  See Section F.2 revision below.
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QUESTION #8:  In Section F, Deliveries or Performance, please clarify Deliverables 16 and 29 for each phase.  They appear to be the same deliverable.

ANSWER #8:  See Section F.2 revision below.

QUESTION #9:  In Section H, Article H.16 (b)(2), Performance Based Contract Plan, please clarify the use of the term “eligible”.  For example, for Satisfactory-Plus performance, does “eligible” mean at least 80%? Or up to 80% of award fee?

ANSWER #9:  If the Contractor receives a numerical rating of between 90 and 100 points, then 100% of the award fee will be awarded.  If the Contractor receives a numerical rating of between 80 and 89 points, then 80% of the maximum award fee will be awarded.  If the Contractor receives a numerical rating of between 70 and 79 points, then 60% of the award fee will be awarded.  If the Contractor receives a numerical rating of between 60 and 69 points, then no award fee will be awarded.  If the Contractor receives a numerical rating of between 0 and 59 points, then the base fee may be reduced by up to 10%.    

QUESTION #10:  In Section L, Article L.5 (b)(7), Limitation of Size of Technical Proposal, will SAMHSA consider relaxation of the page limitation?  We propose an increase in the page limitation to 500 pages with no restriction to how those pages are allocated between technical discussion and appendices.

ANSWER #10:  The overall technical proposal page limitation of 300 pages remains unchanged.  However, there will be no restriction as to how the pages are allocated between the technical discussion and appendices.  See Section L.5(b)(7) revision below.

QUESTION #11:  In Section L, Article L.6 (b) Format.  This section instructs the offeror to provide the Business volume as an electronic copy in Excel.  However, the volume contains sections that are narrative in addition to the cost proposal.  Please clarify if the electronic format is for the budget only?

ANSWER #11:  Yes, the electronic format is required for the budget portion only.

QUESTION #12:  In Section L, Article L.9, Proposals from Subcontractors, states: “Prime Offerors must include in its proposal all technical and business information pertaining to any subcontract … Separate submission of proposals from subcontractors … is not permitted.”  Since subcontractors’ budget detail (salary information and indirect cost rates) is Confidential Business Information to them, the normal protocol is to submit this information in a sealed bid envelope.  To expose this information would be contrary to FOIA rules and would have a chilling effect on the cooperation of some businesses that may in other circumstances be competitors.  We therefore request confirmation that this instruction is not in conflict with the industry-wide standard for treatment of CBI.

ANSWER #12:  See Section L.9 revision below.
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2.  Section B.3, Provisions Applicable to Direct Costs, items (10) and (11) are revised, and item (12) is added, as follows:

     10. Consultant fees in excess of $400/day or any individual consultant who will be used in excess of ten (10)       days for the duration of the contract period; 

     11. Cost of delivery of any vouchers under the contract using other than the USPS Standard mail service; and

12. Airfare in excess of $1,000.

3.  SECTION C, Description/Specification/Work Statement, II.B., Specific Requirements, is hereby    

revised as follows:

· Phase I, Task 2, subpart 1, paragraph 2 is revised to read:

The Contractor shall submit the CAPI/ACASI software for the laptop on a CD, and an electronic version of the CAI specifications.  The Contractor shall also submit the screening software (on a flash card or equivalent device used on the handheld computer) along with the electronic version of the screening specifications.  Twenty-five (25) 

Thirty (30) highlighted hard copies of the 2005 CAI specifications shall be prepared.  The highlighting must be done in a shade of gray.  Each copy must have a table of contents and be double-sided, tabbed, and spiral-bound.  In addition, a section must be included in each copy that contains a summary of changes between 2004 and 2005.

· Phase I, Task 8, subpart 2 is revised to read:

2.   Six-Month Summary Tables The Contractor shall produce a set of tables entitled, “NSDUH: Summary Tables: First Half of 2005” (DELIVERABLE 14).  This deliverable – consisting of approximately 600 100 tables of weighted estimates, sample sizes, standard errors, and p-values for all specified variables of interest – shall be produced using final raw (unedited and non-imputed) weighted, edited, and imputed data.  The weights used shall be derived from the design weight (i.e., inverse of the selection probability) and an adjustment to reflect the population as estimated by the Census Bureau.  Each table must contain six (6) components (each on a separate page): (1) prevalence rates, (2) population estimates, (3) standard errors of prevalence rates, (4) standard errors of population estimates, (5) p-values, and (6) non-suppressed estimates.  Trend tables shall be formatted to present data from two (2) survey years; with the inclusion of other years to be determined.  Most tables will be the same as, or similar to, those produced in 1999-2001 years in form and content (see reference materials).  Estimates from the 2004 survey are to be included in these tables and are to be based on raw data and weights as defined above.  Statistics from specified survey years for each trend variable shall be evaluated for statistical significance – between current survey year and the previous survey year and one or more previous years (to be determined by the PO).  Significant differences shall be indicated in the tables, including appropriate footnotes (both at the .05 and .01 levels).

· Phase II, Task 2, subpart 1, paragraph 2 is revised to read:

The Contractor shall submit the CAPI/ACASI software for the laptop on a CD, and an electronic version of the CAI specifications.  The Contractor shall also submit the screening software (on a flash card or equivalent device used on the handheld computer) along with the electronic version of the screening specifications.  Twenty-five (25) Thirty (30) highlighted hard copies of the 2006 CAI specifications shall be prepared.  The highlighting must be done in a shade of gray.  Each copy must have a table of contents and be double-sided, tabbed, and spiral-bound.  In addition, a section must be included in each copy that contains a summary of changes between 2005 and 2006.

· Phase II, Task 8, subpart 2 is revised to read:

2.  Six-Month Summary Tables The Contractor shall produce a set of tables entitled, “NSDUH: Summary Tables: First Half of 2006” (DELIVERABLE 14).  This deliverable – consisting of approximately 600 100 tables of weighted estimates, sample sizes, standard errors, and p-values for all specified variables of interest – shall be produced using final raw (unedited and non-imputed) weighted, edited, and imputed data.  The weights used 
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shall be derived from the design weight (i.e., inverse of the selection probability) and an adjustment to reflect the population as estimated by the Census Bureau.  Each table must contain six (6) components (each on

a separate page): (1) prevalence rates, (2) population estimates, (3) standard errors of prevalence rates, (4) standard errors of population estimates, (5) p-values, and (6) non-suppressed estimates.  Trend tables shall be formatted to present data from two (2) survey years; with the inclusion of other years to be determined.  Most tables will be the same as, or similar to, those produced in 1999-2001 years in form and content (see reference materials).  Estimates from the 2005 survey are to be included in these tables and are to be based on raw data and weights as defined above.  Statistics from specified survey years for each trend variable shall be evaluated for statistical significance – between current survey year and the previous survey year and one or more previous years (to be determined by the PO).  Significant differences shall be indicated in the tables, including appropriate footnotes (both at the .05 and .01 levels).

· Phase III, Task 2, subpart 1, paragraph 2 is revised to read:

The Contractor shall submit the CAPI/ACASI software for the laptop on a CD, and an electronic version of the CAI specifications.  The Contractor shall also submit the screening software (on a flash card or equivalent device used on the handheld computer) along with the electronic version of the screening specifications.  Twenty-five (25) Thirty (30) highlighted hard copies of the 2007 CAI specifications shall be prepared.  The highlighting must be done in a shade of gray.  Each copy must have a table of contents and be double-sided, tabbed, and spiral-bound.  In addition, a section must be included in each copy that contains a summary of changes between 2006 and 2007.

· Phase III, Task 8, subpart 2 is revised to read:

2.  Six-Month Summary Tables The Contractor shall produce a set of tables entitled, “NSDUH: Summary Tables: First Half of 2007” (DELIVERABLE 14).  This deliverable – consisting of approximately 600 100 tables of weighted estimates, sample sizes, standard errors, and p-values for all specified variables of interest – shall be produced using final raw (unedited and non-imputed) weighted, edited, and imputed data.  The weights used shall be derived from the design weight (i.e., inverse of the selection probability) and an adjustment to reflect the population as estimated by the Census Bureau.  Each table must contain six (6) components (each on a separate page): (1) prevalence rates, (2) population estimates, (3) standard errors of prevalence rates, (4) standard errors of population estimates, (5) p-values, and (6) non-suppressed estimates.  Trend tables shall be formatted to present data from two (2) survey years; with the inclusion of other years to be determined.  Most tables will be the same as, or similar to, those produced in 1999-2001 years in form and content (see reference materials).  Estimates from the 2006 survey are to be included in these tables and are to be based on raw data and weights as defined above.  Statistics from specified survey years for each trend variable shall be evaluated for statistical significance – between current survey year and the previous survey year and one or more previous years (to be determined by the PO).  Significant differences shall be indicated in the tables, including appropriate footnotes (both at the .05 and .01 levels).

· Phase IV, Task 2, subpart 1, paragraph 2 is revised to read:

The Contractor shall submit the CAPI/ACASI software for the laptop on a CD, and an electronic version of the CAI specifications.  The Contractor shall also submit the screening software (on a flash card or equivalent device used on the handheld computer) along with the electronic version of the screening specifications.  Twenty-five (25) Thirty (30) highlighted hard copies of the 2008 CAI specifications shall be prepared.  The highlighting must be done in a shade of gray.  Each copy must have a table of contents and be double-sided, tabbed, and spiral-bound.  In addition, a section must be included in each copy that contains a summary of changes between 2007 and 2008.

· Phase IV Task 8, subpart 2 is revised to read:

2.  Six-Month Summary Tables The Contractor shall produce a set of tables entitled, “NSDUH: Summary Tables: First Half of 2008” (DELIVERABLE 14).  This deliverable – consisting of approximately 600 100 tables of weighted estimates, sample sizes, standard errors, and p-values for all specified variables of interest – shall be produced using final raw (unedited and non-imputed) weighted, edited, and imputed data.  The weights used shall be derived from the design weight (i.e., inverse of the selection probability) and an adjustment to reflect the population as estimated by the Census Bureau.  Each table must contain six (6) components (each on
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a separate page): (1) prevalence rates, (2) population estimates, (3) standard errors of prevalence rates, (4) standard errors of population estimates, (5) p-values, and (6) non-suppressed estimates.  Trend tables shall be formatted to

present data from two (2) survey years; with the inclusion of other years to be determined.  Most tables will be the same as, or similar to, those produced in 1999-2001 years in form and content (see reference materials).  Estimates from the 2007 survey are to be included in these tables and are to be based on raw data and weights as defined above.  Statistics from specified survey years for each trend variable shall be evaluated for statistical significance – between current survey year and the previous survey year and one or more previous years (to be determined by the PO).  Significant differences shall be indicated in the tables, including appropriate footnotes (both at the .05 and .01 levels).

- 
Phase V, Task 2, subpart 1, paragraph 2 is revised to read:

The Contractor shall submit the CAPI/ACASI software for the laptop on a CD, and an electronic version of the CAI specifications.  The Contractor shall also submit the screening software (on a flash card or equivalent device used on the handheld computer) along with the electronic version of the screening specifications.  Twenty-five (25) Thirty (30) highlighted hard copies of the 2009 CAI specifications shall be prepared.  The highlighting must be done in a shade of gray.  Each copy must have a table of contents and be double-sided, tabbed, and spiral-bound.  In addition, a section must be included in each copy that contains a summary of changes between 2008 and 2009.

· Phase V, Task 8, subpart 2 is revised to read:

2.  Six-Month Summary Tables The Contractor shall produce a set of tables entitled, “NSDUH: Summary Tables: First Half of 2009” (DELIVERABLE 14).  This deliverable – consisting of approximately 600 100 tables of weighted estimates, sample sizes, standard errors, and p-values for all specified variables of interest – shall be produced using final raw (unedited and non-imputed) weighted, edited, and imputed data.  The weights used shall be derived from the design weight (i.e., inverse of the selection probability) and an adjustment to reflect the population as estimated by the Census Bureau.  Each table must contain six (6) components (each on a separate page): (1) prevalence rates, (2) population estimates, (3) standard errors of prevalence rates, (4) standard errors of population estimates, (5) p-values, and (6) non-suppressed estimates.  Trend tables shall be formatted to present data from two (2) survey years; with the inclusion of other years to be determined.  Most tables will be the same as, or similar to, those produced in 1999-2001 years in form and content (see reference materials).  Estimates from the 2008 survey are to be included in these tables and are to be based on raw data and weights as defined above.  Statistics from specified survey years for each trend variable shall be evaluated for statistical significance – between current survey year and the previous survey year and one or more previous years (to be determined by the PO).  Significant differences shall be indicated in the tables, including appropriate footnotes (both at the .05 and .01 levels).

· Phases I through V, Task 7, are revised to add the following paragraph, designated as subpart 7:

7.  Ensure that missing data (item) imputation procedures are consistent with procedures established and applied in processing previous NSDUH data.  See reference materials (i.e., “2000 Methodological Resource Book”).

      4.  SECTION F:

      F.2, Delivery Schedule, is hereby revised as follows: 

-  Deliverable 14, Phases I through V, is revised to read:

No.         Deliverable                                                  
Due Date &(Copies)
Phase I – 2005 Survey

14.    
Six-Month Summary Tables

Shells 7/29/05 5/30/05 



(Task 8, paragraph 2)


Final 11/28/05 8/1/05








(2 hard copies and 1 CD)
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No.         Deliverable                                                  
Due Date &(Copies)

Phase II – 2006 Survey

14.   
Six-Month Summary Tables

Shells 7/29/06 5/30/06 



(Task 8, paragraph 2)


Final 11/28/06 8/1/06








(2 hard copies and 1 CD)

Phase III – 2007 Survey

14.   
Six-Month Summary Tables

Shells 7/29/07 5/30/07 



(Task 8, paragraph 2)


Final 11/28/07 8/1/07








(2 hard copies and 1 CD)

      
Phase IV – 2008 Survey

14.   
Six-Month Summary Tables

Shells 7/29/08 5/30/08 



(Task 8, paragraph 2)


Final 11/28/08 8/1/08








(2 hard copies and 1 CD)

 
Phase V – 2009 Survey

14.   
Six-Month Summary Tables

Shells 7/29/09 5/30/09 



(Task 8, paragraph 2)


Final 11/28/09 8/1/09








(2 hard copies and 1 CD)

-  Deliverable 16, Field Test Data and Codebook, Phases I through V, is hereby deleted and marked “Reserved”. 
      F.4 is hereby revised to add the following deliverable: 

	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Description
	Quantity
	Due Date
	Delivery

	Property Report.  HHS Form 565.
	Original & one (1) copy
	October 30th
	C.O./ Property Officer (see G.5)


      5.  SECTION G:

     G.4 is hereby corrected to read: 

       SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1G.4
     ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER PAYMENT METHODS
      The information required by FAR Clause 52.232-34, "Payment by Electronic Funds Transfer–Other Than       Central Contractor Registration" (MAY 1999), shall be submitted to the following address:

Department of Health and Human Services

Program Support Center

Division of Financial Operations

5600 Fishers Lane, Room 16A-20

Rockville, MD 20857

(301) 443-6766

     G.5 is hereby updated to read: 

       SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1G.5
     GOVERNMENT PROPERTY
      a.
If the Contractor is authorized to acquire Government Property during the performance of this contract, the DHHS Publication (OS) 686 entitled, Contractor’s Guide for Control of Government Property (1990), will be incorporated by reference.  The Contractor is referred to:

http://www.ogam2000.com/log/contractorsguide.htm for the latest Contractor’s Guide.  
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The Contract's Property Management Officer is:

Garland Gray, Logistics Team Leader  

Division of Administrative Services, OPS, SAMHSA

Parklawn Building, Room 6-95

5600 Fishers Lane

Rockville, MD 20857

      b.  
Upon completion of this contract, and throughout the contract as requested, the Contractor agrees to furnish to the Contracting Officer, without delay, the inventory schedule covering all Government Data furnished or acquired for use in the performance of the predecessor contract.  Title to all data acquired or furnished under the predecessor contract and now accountable under this contract shall vest and remain vested in the Government. 

      6.  SECTION H:  

      H.1, Key Personnel, is hereby revised to add the following paragraph: 

       SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The clause cited above contains a requirement for review and approval by the Contracting Officer of written 

      requests for a change of Key Personnel reasonably in advance of diverting any of these individuals from this 

      contract.  Receipt of written requests at least 30 days prior to a proposed change is considered reasonable.

      H.2 is hereby updated to read: 

        SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1H.2      SALARY RATE LIMITATION LEGISLATION PROVISIONS
      Pursuant to P.L. 108-007, no Fiscal Year 2003 (October 1, 2002 - September 30, 2003) funds may be used         to pay the direct salary of an individual through this contract at a rate in excess of the direct salary rate for            Executive Level I of the Federal Executive Pay Scale.  Effective January 1, 2003, the rate is $171,900 per            year (direct salary is exclusive of overhead, fringe benefits, and general and administrative expenses).  The

      salary limit also applies to individuals proposed under subcontracts.  If this is a multi-year contract, it may be        subject to unilateral modifications by the Government if any salary rate ceilings are established in future               DHHS appropriation acts.  P.L. 108-007 states, in pertinent part:

       “None of the funds appropriated in this Act for the National Institutes of Health and the 


       Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration shall be used to pay the 


       salary of an individual, through a grant or other extramural mechanism, at a rate in excess 


       of Executive Level I.”

      Note that since this would be a limit on the rate, it is possible to pay someone much less than $171,900 and        still be in violation of this statutory provision.  Contractors may absorb that portion of an employee’s salary           (plus the dollar amount for fringe benefits and indirect costs associated with the excess) that exceeds a rate        of $171,900 a year.

      H.4 is hereby updated to read: 

        SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1H.4      ADP SYSTEMS SECURITY REQUIREMENTS
All Governmental, proprietary and potentially sensitive data shall be securely collected, processed, maintained and in general safeguarded in compliance with the requirements of the Computer Security Act of 1987, Office of Management and Budget Circular A-130, Appendix III (“Security of Federal Automated Information              Systems”), and Part 6 of the DHHS IRM Manual (specifically, the most recent release of the AIS Security        Program Handbook).  The Contractor shall include this clause in any subcontract award pursuant to this prime contract.  The information technology security plan should conform to the documentation standards of the National Institute of Standards and Technology (see NIST special publications SP800-12, 800-14, SP800-19 at http://csrc.nist.gov/publications/nistpubs/index.html).
      RFP NO. 283-2003-00022

     AMENDMENT NO. 1                                                                                                                    PAGE 9 OF 12
     NOTE: An on-line version of the DHHS AIS Security Program Handbook is available at     

     http://wwwoirm.nih.gov/policy/aissp.html.  On-line versions of the Computer Security Act of 1987 and the 

     Office of Management and Budget’s Circular A-130, Appendix III (“Security of Federal Automated Information 

     Systems”) are available at http://wwwoirm.nih.gov/security/secdocs.html.
     Adequate security is essential.  This means security commensurate with the risk and magnitude of the harm  

     that could result from the loss, misuse, or unauthorized access to or modification of information.  This 

     includes assuring that systems and applications operate effectively and provide appropriate confidentiality, 

     integrity, and availability, through the use of cost-effective management, personnel, operational, and technical 

     controls.

     Security procedures and practices must address, but are not limited to:


a.  
Administrative procedures to guard data integrity, confidentiality, and availability – these are documented, formal practices to manage the selection and execution of security measures to protect data and the conduct of personnel in relation to the protection of data. 


b.  
Physical safeguards to guard data integrity, confidentiality, and availability – these relate to the protection of physical computer systems and related buildings and equipment from fire and other natural and environmental hazards, as well as from intrusion.  Physical safeguards also cover the use of locks, keys, and administrative measures used to control access to computer systems and facilities.


c.  
Technical security services to guard data integrity, confidentiality, and availability – these include the processes that are put in place to protect and to control and monitor information access.


d.  
Technical security mechanisms – these include the processes that are put in place to prevent unauthorized access to data that are transmitted over a communication network.

     For data protected under the Privacy Act transmitted over the Internet, the minimum technical safeguard is 

     secure socket layer (SSL) 128-bit certificates.  Similarly, data protected under the Privacy Act residing in a 

     workstation must be encrypted to avoid unauthorized access to the data in the event of theft or loss of the 

     workstation.  However, as security threats become more sophisticated, the security system to guard against 

     those threats must evolve as well.

     H.6, IT Deliverables, is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following clause:
       SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1H.6     FTS 2001
     The Contractor will be assisted by the Project Officer (PO) in using the appropriate Federal Procedures for 

     the initiation and use of any 800 number (a toll-free telephone number) under the Government FTS-2001 

     Service.  The Division of Information Resources Management will coordinate the installation at the Contractor 

     site of the FTS-2001 service (this may take up to eight (8) weeks).

     If the Contractor will travel to different locations and place or receive only occasional domestic long distance 

     calls exclusively for SAMHSA, the Contractor may obtain a FTS 2001 calling card through the PO and  

     Division of Information Resources Management (DIRM) (this may take up to two (2) weeks).

     For any other telecommunications requirements, the Contractor shall coordinate the request through the PO 

     and DIRM.  In order to control potential waste, fraud, and abuse of Government-provided telecommunications 

     resources, the Government reserves the right to monitor the Contractor’s usage of the FTS 2001 network.
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     H.8, IT Technical Documentation, is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following  

     clause:

      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1H.8     OWNERSHIP OF MATERIALS AND DISPOSITION OF DATA
     All information and materials, including data, developed under this contract are the property of the 

     Government and shall be delivered as part of the deliverables under the contract.  No information developed 

     under this contract shall be released by the Contractor without the written permission of the Government.

     Where automated databases are developed, maintained or regularly updated by the Contractor, the 

     Government maintains ownership of all software, manuals, data, data processing, user documentation and 

     any other materials developed by the Contractor to manage it.  Any software developed to manage or 

     enhance these data must be fully documented and the documentation provided to the Government.  Any 

     required transfer of the data shall be effected in such a way that the database will be immediately available 

     without interruption.
     The following clause is hereby incorporated as H.20:

      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1H.20     ACCESSIBILITY
     Pursuant to Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act (29 U.S.C. 794d), as amended by P.L. 106-246, all 

     Electronic and Information Technology (EIT) developed, procured, maintained, or used under this contract 

     must be in compliance with the “Electronic and Information Technology Accessibility Standards” set forth by 

     the Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board (also referred to as the “Access Board”) in 36 

     CFR Part 1194.  The Contractor shall ensure that this technology is accessible to employees, Government 

     personnel and members of the public with disabilities to the extent it does not post an “undue burden.”  

     Section 508 Standards speak to various means for disseminating information, including computers, software, 

     and electronic office equipment.  It applies to, but is not solely focused on, federal pages on the Internet or 

     the World Wide Web.  It does not apply to the web pages of private industry.  The complete text of Section 

     508  Standards can be accessed at http://www.section508.gov/index.cfm.  

     7.  Section I.1, General Clauses for a Cost-Reimbursement Contract – Clauses Incorporated By          

          Reference, is hereby revised to update the following FAR/HHSAR clauses (changes in bold type):

      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1FAR Clause No.
Title and Date

     52.202-1

Definitions (DEC 2001)

      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 152.216-7

Allowable Cost and Payment (DEC 2002)  
      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 152.219-9

Small Business Subcontracting Plan (JAN 2002)

      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 152.222-26

Equal Opportunity (APR 2002)

      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 152.222-35

Equal Opportunity for Special Disabled Veterans, Veterans of the Vietnam Era, 

and Other Eligible Veterans (DEC 2001)

      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 152.225-1

Buy American Act-Supplies (MAY 2002)

      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 152.233-1

Disputes (JUL 2002)

     Additionally, FAR 52.232-33, Payment by Electronic Funds Transfer–Contractor Registration (MAY 1999), is 

     deleted and replaced with FAR  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 152.232-34, Payment by Electronic Funds Transfer–Other 

     Than Central Contractor Registration (MAY 1999).

      SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1HHSAR Clause No.
Title and Date

      352.270-1          
Accessibility of Meetings, Conferences, and Seminars to Persons with Disabilities 

(JAN 2001)

     Additionally, HHSAR 352.237-70, Consulting Services Reporting (APR 1984), is deleted in its entirety.

     RFP NO. 283-2003-00022

     AMENDMENT NO. 1                                                                                                                  PAGE 11 OF 12
     8.  SECTION L:

     The following provision is hereby incorporated into L.4 and designated as paragraph f.:

     f.       SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Restriction on Disclosure and Use of Data (HHSAR 352.215-12) (APR 1984).

     The proposal submitted in response to this RFP may contain data (i.e., trade secrets; technical data; and 

     business data, e.g., commercial information, financial information, and cost and pricing data) which the 

     offeror, including its prospective subcontractor(s), does not want used or disclosed for any purpose other than      for evaluation of the proposal.  The use and disclosure of any data may be so restricted; provided, that the

     Government determines that the data is not required to be disclosed under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 

     U.S.C. 552, as amended, and the offeror marks the cover sheet of the proposal with the following legend, 

     specifying the particular portions of the proposal which are to be restricted in accordance with the conditions 

     of the legend.  The Government's determination to withhold or disclose a record will be based upon the 

     particular circumstances involving the record in question and whether the record may be exempted from  

     disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act:

     “Unless disclosure is required by the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, as amended, (the Act) as 

     determined by Freedom of Information (FOI) Officials of the Department of Health and Human Services, data 

     contained in the portions of this proposal which have been specifically identified by page number, paragraph, 

     etc., by the offeror as containing restricted information shall not be used or disclosed except for evaluation 

     purposes.

     The offeror acknowledges that the Department may not be able to withhold a record (data, document, etc.) 

     nor deny access to a record requested pursuant to the Act and that the Department's FOI Officials must make 

     that determination.  The offeror hereby agrees that the Government is not liable for disclosure if the 

     Department has determined that disclosure is required by the Act.

     If a contract is awarded to the offeror as a result of, or in connection with, the submission of this proposal, the 

     Government shall have the right to use or disclose the data to the extent provided in the contract.  Proposals 

     not resulting in a contract remain subject to the Act.

     The offeror also agrees that the Government is not liable for disclosure or use of unmarked data and may use 

     or disclose the data for any purpose, including the release of the information pursuant to requests under the 

     Act.

     The data subject to this restriction are contained in pages [insert page numbers, paragraph designations, etc.,      or other identification].”

     In addition, the offeror should mark each page of data it wishes to restrict with the following legend:

     "Use or disclosure of data contained on this page is subject to the restriction on the cover sheet of this           

     proposal or quotation."

     Offerors are cautioned that proposals submitted with restrictive legends or statements differing in substance 

     from the above legend may not be considered for award.  The Government reserves the right to reject any 

     proposal submitted with a nonconforming legend.

     L.5(b)(7) is hereby revised to read:

  (7)
Limitation on Size of Technical Proposal:  The offeror shall limit its entire Technical Proposal, including the table of contents, executive summary, technical discussion, any appendices, and all other material to no more than 300 printed pages – including no more than 200 pages for the technical discussion portion of the proposal meeting the following specifications: The Technical Proposal shall be printed on standard 8.5 by 11 inch paper, using a font no smaller than 10 point, and margins no less than 0.75 inches top, bottom, left and right.  The pages shall be numbered consecutively.  The technical discussion shall be double-spaced to facilitate review; other sections of the Technical Proposal may use single-
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spacing within paragraphs, with double-spacing between paragraphs.  Excessively long proposals and/or those including unnecessary appendices containing information not directly relevant to this procurement are not desired and may be construed as an indication of the offeror’s inability to address the objectives of this solicitation.

     L.9 is hereby revised to read:

     L.9      PROPOSALS FROM SUBCONTRACTORS OR OTHER COLLABORATIVE PARTNERS
     The organization identified as the Offeror in a proposal is the Prime Offeror that is responsible for all aspects 

     of the proposal submitted and any contract awarded as a result of that proposal.  This is true regardless of 

     any contractual arrangement between the Prime Offeror and any proposed subcontractor, or any proposed 

     partner in a Joint Venture or other collaborative arrangement between two or more organizations.  

     Consequently, the Prime Offeror must include in its proposal all technical and business information pertaining 

     to any subcontract or collaborative arrangement.  However, the subcontractor’s proposal can be submitted in 

     a sealed envelope/package as part of the Prime’s proposal submission (but not delivered separately).  

     Separate submission of proposals by subcontractors or collaborative partners is not permitted, and proposals 

     submitted in that manner will not be accepted or further considered by the Government.
     The following provision is hereby removed from Section C (RFP, page 9) and incorporated as L.10:

     L.10     SECTION 508 COMPLIANCE 

     Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act requires agencies and their contractors to buy Electronic and 

     Information Technology (EIT) that is accessible to people with disabilities.

     On June 25, 2001, accessibility requirements for Federal Electronic and Information Technology took effect 

     under Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act.  This law requires that such technology be accessible according 

     to standards developed by the Access Board, which are now part of the Federal government's procurement 

     regulations (Ref. to the Section 508 Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR) Final Rule published on April, 

     2001 in the Federal Register). 

     These standards, as issued by the Board, cover a variety of products, including computer hardware and 

     software, websites, phone systems, fax machines, copiers, and similar technologies.  Provisions in the 

     standards spell out what makes these products accessible to people with disabilities, including those with  

     vision, hearing, and mobility impairments.  The Board included both technical criteria specific to various types 

     of technologies and performance-based requirements, which focus on a product's functional capabilities.  

     The law relies strongly on the procurement process to ensure compliance with the new standards.  

     Compliance with the standards is required except where it would pose an "undue burden" (as defined in the 

     standards) or where no complying product is commercially available.

     To be considered eligible for award, offerors must propose goods and/or services that meet the applicable 

     provisions of the Access Board's standards as identified by the agency.  Alternatively, offerors may propose 

     goods or services that provide equivalent facilitation.  Such offers will be considered to have met the 

     provisions of the Access Board's standards for the feature or component providing equivalent facilitation (see 

     also Section H.20 of this RFP).

