Foreword

As the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) has learned over the last decade, the best research does not impact the health of the Nation if it does not find its way into communities for implementation.  The grant-funding vehicle allows projects to make “state-of-the-art” ideas become healthy practices in the lives of our citizens.  As SAMHSA identifies funding priorities to meet its mission, the Administration encourages projects throughout the country to access the grant application and award mechanism.  To build national prevention, treatment, and evaluation capabilities for substance abuse, mental illness, and co-occurring disorders, the challenge for SAMHSA is to reach community projects with funding information.  SAMHSA recognizes that grassroots operations often are in the best position to make healthy changes in their neighborhoods.  SAMHSA also understands that they often find the Federal grant application process daunting.  Some have little or no experience in attempting to access funds.  SAMHSA wants to award grants to a variety of projects to further investigate and integrate proven strategies; therefore, it is critical that new applicants have the skills and guidance to prepare successful applications.  This training workshop on the grant-writing and application process has been designed to reach potential community-based grantees and prepare them with the knowledge and practice to articulate comprehensively and attend to the detail required to prepare competitive, well-developed, Federal grant applications.

This Participant Manual offers both workshop assistance and take-home reference materials.  Your comments about the manual content are welcome.  Please send your suggestions and comments via e-mail to TAManual@SAMHSA.gov.
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